
“Thanks for the Graduate Support Program at San Miguel I was able to get 
through high school and into a university.” 

 My name is Sara Osorio. I am a San Miguel graduate from the class of 2005. I attended San 
Miguel from 2002 to 2005. I  have lived in the Back of the Yards neighborhood  since I was 3 years. I have 
two younger  brothers, Cristian and Mateo, who also attended San Miguel from 6th to 8th grade.  We 
were all skeptical  about transferring to San Miguel but it was been one of the best decisions we ever 
made. 

 Before San Miguel I attended a local Chicago Public School. When I was in 4th grade my grades 
began to drop from A's to C's and in 5th grade I was getting D's and even F's. When my mother noticed 
that my grades dropped she began to search for a solution. A friend of my mother's told her about San 

Miguel and before I knew it I was registered to enrolled in 6th grade. At 
first I did not want to leave the school that I was in because I was afraid 
of change but I'm glad my mom made that decision. 

 When I began school at San Miguel I was an at-risk student being 
two grade levels behind. I enjoyed being part of the San Miguel family. 
Thanks to the dedicated teachers at San Miguel I was able to improve my 
grades and learning skills. Aside from the enriching educational 
experience that I gained as student at San Miguel I also learned valuable 
leadership and humanitarian skills. They taught us, the students, to 
challenge ourselves not only academically but also to build a better 
version of ourselves and our community. During my time in San Miguel 
my family was going through some struggles that at the time did not 
understand and were hard to go through, but thanks to the counseling 
services at San Miguel I was able to get to get through it. When my time 
in San Miguel came to an end, my graduation was a bittersweet moment. 
I was glad I made it through but I was sad I was leaving because I felt a 

part of an amazing family at San Miguel. I would miss my friends, my teachers, and the staff, but it was 
time to move on. 

 After San Miguel I attended Cristo Rey Jesuit High School thanks to the guidance of the Graduate 
Support Program at San Miguel. Since I am a first generation Latina and the first to attend high school in 
the United States, my parents and I did not know the process of applying to high school. The Graduate 
Support Program offered us guidance and support through the application process and also helped us 
search for scholarships. During my time in high school the Graduate Support Program offered us 
tutoring hours where I received a lot of help and support with my school work. I would really enjoy the 
tutoring hours because it was a fun and peaceful place to do work. The Graduate Support Program also 
offered me great opportunities to develop my leadership skills and cultural competence, such as 
becoming a member of the Peacebuilders Initiative Program and Lasallian retreats. I strongly believe 
that thanks for the Graduate Support Program at San Miguel I was able to get through high school and 
into a university. 

 
Sara Osorio 



  I am currently a Senior at Northeastern Illinois University pursuing a bachelors in Social Work. I 
am an intern Girls in the Game, an organization dedicated to provide and promote fitness opportunities, 
health education, and leadership development for girls, where I use many of the skills that I obtained 
during my time at San Miguel. I have also been a tutor at San Miguel and enjoy going back to visit the 
teachers and staff. As a college student, San Miguel has continued to be a part of my life and the staff 
members, like Eric Serrano, have been great mentors in my social work path. San Miguel is truly a great 
school, it has made a difference in my life and the lives of my brothers. I am grateful for the love and 
dedication that San Miguel School has given me ever since my first day through their doors. 


