
 

 

 

 

 

Graduate Support Council 
 
Xochitl Alvarez 
Director of Graduate Support 
Nativity Prep of San Diego (CA) 
13th year at school 
The greatest value of the NativityMiguel Coalition for Graduate Support Directors is the opportunity to 
share best practices. Whenever I tell people about Nativity Prep Academy of San Diego, I always tell them 
we are a part of a larger national network. I like the feeling that I am not alone in the work I am doing. 
 
Erika Forrest 
Director of Graduate Support 
Epiphany School (Boston) 
6th year at school 
The greatest value of the NativityMiguel Coalition for GSP and our GSP Directors is the sense of belonging 
and validation.  It is often hard to describe the scope of the work to others. The NativityMiguel Coalition 
fully understands why the Graduate Support Director position exists and the value behind the work we do 
with our families. It's great to have the support system in place and the opportunity to share stories and 
resources with others doing the work. 
 
Brianna Hennessy 
Graduate Support Director 
St. Andrew School (Portland) 
4th year at school 
The greatest value of the NativityMiguel Coalition is the sharing of best practices and resources.  The 
Graduate Support Program is unique and an essential piece of our schoool’s mission.  Through the 
Coalition, we may collaborate and learn from each other, so we may better serve and support our 
graduates. 
 

Brittany Holiday 
Director of Graduate Support 
Hope Partnership for Education (Philadelphia) 
6th year at school 
The greatest values of the NativityMiguel Coalition lies in the ideas and best practices that have been 
shared, the relationships that have been fostered, and the support from other individuals around the 
nation doing the same work.  Knowing that there are others who are driven to support their students 
through similar missions and goals is reassuring that we are all making a significant difference in student 
lives and their communities. 
 
Heidi Klosterman, M.Ed., NCC, PLPC 
Graduate Support Director 
St. Cecilia School & Academy (St. Louis) 
8th year at school 
GSP Directors value the constant support, sharing of resources, and professional camaraderie engendered 
by like-minded individuals sprinkled across the country.  I am continually amazed, even after seven years, 
by how invested GSP personnel are not only on the micro level to their students and students' families, 
but on the macro level to other schools and graduates across the country.  These individuals truly are the 
movers and shakers in alternative education. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Benjamin Lynch 
Director of Graduate Support 
Esperanza Academy (Lawrence, MA) 
6th year at school 
To me, the greatest value of the Nativity Miguel Coalition is that it helps us feel connected to a mission 
that's much larger than our individual schools. Not only do we benefit from opportunities to share 
resources and best practices with each other as GSP directors, but we're also nourished by the experience 
of having a shared mission and purpose as we engage in this important task of fighting poverty with 
education."  
 
Shannon Prentiss 
College Success Officer 
The Neighborhood Academy (Pittsburgh) 
3rd year at school 
The Nativity Miguel Coalition been so helpful when it comes to Graduate Support. It has been a blessing 
to have a network of individuals who are resourceful and helpful to make sure that we are meeting the 
needs of our students. The Coalition has created a central place for all of us who are in the business of 
helping our students to come together, share ideas, and being a blessing to one another. 
 
Kaitlyn Sanders 
College Success Officer 
Marian Middle School (St. Louis) 
5th year at school 
I think the greatest value of the coalition is collaborative learning and sharing of best practices. It is so 
helpful to be able to talk to people who have a very similar job and have tackled the same challenges I see 
day to day, even if we are in locations.  
 
 
Eric Serrano 
Director of Student Life 
San Miguel School of Chicago (IL) 
14th year at school 
To be able to be connected to a larger group throughout the country/continent that shares the same 
goals, missions, philosophies in working with youth and families who are of low income/poverty. By being 
part of this group we are able to share ideas and best practices since the goals of our programs are 
similar. We are able to recognize that we are not alone in our work. 
 
 
Kevin Todd 
Director of High School Placement and Graduate Support 
St. James School (Philadelphia) 
6th year at school 
The council affords directors the opportunity to share failures, successes, and a vision for the future of our 
graduates. But more than the multitude of shared resources, the GSP Council reassures directors that we 
are not in this project alone.  


