
They are not leaders of tomorrow, but leaders today.  
 
Last year, Paola Beltran graduated magna cum laude from the University of Missouri–St. Louis with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Modern Language, but her diploma from Marian Middle School in St. Louis will 
always hold a special place in her heart.  
 
As citizens of this nation of immigrants, most of us have heard stories of how lives started anew through 
hard work and education. Paola and her mother, Claudia, have one of those stories. When the violence 
of the streets of Colombia entered their home, Paola and Claudia fled their homeland. Leaving 
everything behind, the Beltrans moved to the United States. 
 

Once they reached this land of opportunity, Claudia’s 
top priority became her daughter’s education. In her 
search to find the best school for her daughter, Claudia 
learned about Marian and brought her daughter to 
tour the school. They were impressed with the 
school’s mission and innovative educational model so 
Paola enrolled as a sixth grader. Shortly after enrolling, 
it became clear that Paola was academically behind 
and struggling with English. With hard work and 
personalized attention from Marian teachers and 
volunteers, Paola’s grades and English improved, as 
did her confidence, and she graduated in 2006 as an 
honor roll student. With the education she received at 
Marian and financial assistance through the Graduate 
Support Program, Paola attended Nerinx Hall High 
School and excelled. 
After high school, Paola earned an associate’s degree 

at St. Louis Community College–Meramec. She then went on to receive a bachelor’s degree, all while 
working part-time at Office Max in order to pay her tuition. 
 
After receiving her college diploma, Paola was ready to find a career but did not know where to start. 
She turned to the staff at Marian because, “Once a Marian Girl, Always a Marian Girl.” Paola told us 
about her goals for her future and we suggested she approach Ascension, a proud supporter of 
Educating Girls for Life. When Paola met with the staff at Ascension, they encountered a true Marian 
Girl! She is a bright young woman equipped to make informed decisions and create enduring, positive 
change. Paola made a lasting impression and she was offered a position. She began her career as Virtual 
Care Business Specialist in October. 
 
Paola is just one of over 6,000 graduates who represent our mission to break the cycle of poverty at 
work in our member schools across the country. Through small class sizes, a rigorous academic 
curriculum, and clubs and activities that encourage character development and provide 
leadership iexperiences, our schools give our students a life-altering education. However, it does not 
stop there. Through our Graduate Support Programs, alumnae receive the resources and support they 
need to graduate from high school and college.  Once they do, other young men and women will break 
the cycle of poverty in which they live. That is the NativityMiguel difference. 
 

 

“Marian has everything to do with where I am 
today. With the help of my parents and 
Marian, I learned the importance of education 
and worked hard to make it to college.” 

       




